Scrapbook Album for AOS Interview
Materials

· 3 ring binder

· top-load page protectors for binder (great for ticket stubs, cards, etc)
· 8 ½ X 11 heavy paper or card stock

· double-sided tape

Personal items to gather for scrapbook

· photos (affix to card stock with double-sided tape)
· travel tickets / boarding passes 
· ticket stubs to concerts, sporting events, etc

· receipts for items you bought for each other or together (furniture, jewelry, flowers, dinners out, etc)

· print-outs of emails to each other (*see below*)

· cards you sent each other 
· cards others sent to the two of you (wedding, Christmas, anniversary, etc)

· envelopes from social mail addressed to the two of you at the same address

· any letters, notes, emails, from friends or family that mention the both of you as a couple

Printing out Emails
You can either just print out the emails as they are, or you can save them to your computer as .txt or .htm file.  Then you can open them in an editor (Word, etc) and delete things that might be just a bit too personal!  I left the headers on the emails, so that the date and to/from were showing.  I don’t think that this is being dishonest about anything….. you are not obliged to show your email log to anyone.  I said to the interviewer “I saved some of his emails, because I thought they were so sweet.”  Most people don’t save each and every email they get, so it’s not out of the ordinary to just have a few from your spouse.  Pick emails that show a relationship developing, or how much you miss each other, etc…… but make sure that there is nothing in there that might raise any suspicions about your intent, overstays, etc.  BE REALLY CAREFUL WITH THIS!!!  I actually pulled out a few emails that I had originally enclosed, because of certain wording, etc.  For example, I did not have a job while I was here visiting, but I did volunteer with a local dog rescue, and a local church.  In one of my emails, I had said something like “I thought about you while I drove to work today”….. *work* being my volunteer stuff….. but I didn’t want that to raise a red flag with the officer, and then have to explain it all.  So I took that email out (  DOUBLE CHECK EVERYTHING!!!
How I Put My Album Together (page by page)
Page 1

· three photos: two of me with dogs, one of hubby with dogs

· handwritten caption: “Early in our relationship – Bert visits Peg in NC, summer 2006”
Page 2

· four photos of hubby with dogs around the house

· handwritten caption: “Daddy and his Boys” and “Jay and Luke waiting for Daddy to come home from work.”
Page 3

· 2006 & 2007 Christmas pictures of our dogs that we sent out to friends

· first photo of dogs in front of fireplace with FOUR stockings with handwritten caption: “Stockings for Everyone!” (showing that in ’06 we already considered ourselves a couple/family)
· second photo of dogs in yard, with “Christmas 2007” printed on photo (shows consistency from year to year)
Page 4

· two photos that show family ties, with ”Family Rivalry” written at top of page

· first photo of my brother and nephew in Seahawk’s shirts (they sent us this via email to taunt us!)

· second photo of hubby and me in Packer’s shirts, which we emailed right back to them!

· Handwritten captions: “Seahawks in the West” “Packers in the East”
Page 5

· two versions of our printed wedding announcements

· NOTE: I used photo corners for these rather than double-sided tape, so that the officer would be able to remove them and read the printed text, if desired

Page 6

· three photos from our honeymoon in Las Vegas (we only took three photos, if you can imagine!)

· handwritten caption: “Some honeymoon pictures, Las Vegas Strip”
Page 7

· photocopy of our airline tickets to visit hubby’s family in MI. 

· highlighted both our names, and made a note on the paper that my ticket was in my maiden name because I had not yet changed my passport at the time of travel.

· Noted on the paper and highlighted: “Airline tickets to visit Bert’s family in MI”
Page 8

· actual boarding passes from trip to MI

Page 9

· three photos from visit with hubby’s family

· photo #1: group shot will entire family

· photo #2: hubby and I with two nieces and dog

· photo #3: youngest niece with dog

· handwritten caption: Visiting Smith Family in MI, August 9-13, 2007
Page 10

· three more pictures from visit to MI

· photo #1: hubby with nieces

· photo #2: sister-in-law et al packing van for moving trip

· photo #3: children settled into van for moving trip

· handwritten caption: “Moving Day!!”
· Note: I included these photos to show that we are just a normal family, doing normal day-to-day stuff together

Page 11

· four photos from a NASCAR races we attended together

· none of the photos show us…. Just views of the track!

· Handwritten caption: ”Bank of America 500 – October 13, 2007”
Page 12

· additional documentation from our weekend at the above NASCAR race

· ticket stubs to race

· print-out of hotel reservation near track

Page 13

· four photos of visit with my brother and his family

· photo #1: hubby and I with nephew

· other photos: me with my nephew & brother at the beach
· handwritten caption: “Visit with Peg’s Family, Atlantic Beach, 2007”
Page 14

· four more photos of visit with my brother and his family

· photo #1: nephew with our dog (sitting in same chair as earlier pix with daddy and dog…. Showing consistency and same residence)

· photo #2: nephew playing with dogs in backyard (same yard as Xmas photo shown earlier)

· Photo #3: nephew at hubby’s workplace (more proof of location)

· Photo #4: all of us (including hubby) out at dinner

· Handwritten caption: “Peg’s family comes to our town for the day”
· NOTE: I chose these pictures specifically to show that my brother and his family had actually been in our home, thus would have seen us together as a couple

Page 15

· tickets to concert, football game

Page 16

· tickets to another concert

Page 17

· four photos of our weekend trip to Pinehurst

· one pix of hubby at clubhouse, one pix of me standing by famous clock, one pix of view of golf course, one pix of hubby and I out at dinner

· handwritten caption: “Our First Anniversary!!”
Page 18

· additional documentation from our Pinehurst trip:
· hotel confirmation print-out

· receipts from dinners/shopping

· gift card holder from hubby’s parents, on which Mom had written “To Bert and Peg, From Mom and Dad; Have a wonderful 1st Anniversary and many more. We love you both.”  (We used this card for dinner on our anniversary!)

Page 19

· four pictures from our tailgating at the Jimmy Buffett concert

· handwritten caption: “Margaritaville, Raleigh NC 6/07/08….. fins up!”
Page 20

· ticket stubs to Buffett concert

· hotel confirmation print-out for said concert

Page 21 – 23


· emails from hubby to me

· saved and edited, cut to size, and taped to pages in chronological order

· see notes on including emails!!

Page 24 – 25

· cards that hubby and I had sent/given to each other

Page 26 – 29

· card that others had sent to us (wedding cards, Christmas cards, thank you cards)

· envelopes from cards sent to us, showing both of us living at the same address

SUGGESTIONS: affix photos to cardstock, handwrite captions,  and insert page into page protector.  For ticket stubs, cards, etc…. you can just slip them into the page protectors (I put a card stock in each protector just to stop them from flopping over in the binder!)

