U.S. Department of Homeland Security
U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services

To the attention of: 









June 5th, 2008

Re:  I-485 Application File 
To Officer :

We have attached

1) Business License for Joint Sponsor – 

2) Copy of Itineraries for travel. Airline itineraries are attached 
3) Proof of California Residence (See note below)

We thought it would clarify our situation if we wrote a little background to our marriage as we were both very nervous when we saw you last.

During the k-1 visa process, we were separated for over 14 months, I tried to gain a visitors visa to visit Sophia during the process but was told at the Embassy that I had to wait until the K-1 visa was approved. Sophia moved back to Washington as she had no reason to stay in California and felt at home with her family and friends (she moved back to her father’s house with whom has had difficulties since the death of her mother a few years ago). During my stay in the UK, we saved up money and Sophia came to London and visited me and saw all of my family which was the highlight of this period. Financially, we could not afford more trips.

Sophia was in Washington State, she had a part-time job at a casino and was living with her family, when I received the k-1 visa after the long period of time, I left the UK within 10 days, came to the States and married Sophia within the -90days required for the visa. We submitted all of the paperwork for the I-485 and Employment Authorization, hoping that I will be able to work as soon as possible so we can settle down and start our new life together.  However I had to wait 10-months since my arrival to get the Employment Authorization. Financially, this has been a very difficult and challenging period for us. We have had to rent the cheapest one-bedroom apartment we could find, in Alta Loma (this was close to Chino Hills where I would eventually be working). Sophia and I have had to make sacrifices in light of our financial situation.  Sophia wants to be near to her family whereas at least in the near term I need to be here in LA due to the fact that I have a job offer, and that all the paperwork for Employment was submitted from the Alta Loma address, a move would cause an even greater delay. 
In regards to proof of California Residence for Sophia, we are not sure what proof to give you. Sophia has travelled back and forth by car and is based both in LA and Washington. We have already submitted all the examples of documents that were asked from us to help support a bona fide marriage.

Since the interview, we have spoken a lot in regards to the future and one thing for certain is that even though we have gone through so many challenges since we first met, these have resulted in greater commitment from both of us. We love each other dearly, and know that these obstacles are encountered by many married couples, we are just looking forward to some stability. Since I received my Employment Authorization, I have been paying back the debt that I have built up (from family and credit cards), and more than likely, I will try and find a job in Washington because right now in both of our lives, Sophia does need to be close to her family for personal reasons, and maybe in the future we will come to California. 

I hope this has helped to elaborate on our current circumstances, if you have any further queries, please do not hesitate to contact us.

Thanking you in advance.

