As of March 2008


1.  Packet is received by the US Embassy 

I will send to you:

I-134 Financial Support Form (and supporting documentation), 
Copy of the original I-129 packet 
Any new relationship evidence (emails, chat sessions etc)

Paperwork you need to acquire:  
Passport

VISA photos (6 each 2in X 2in)

Birth Certificate issued by the National Statistics Office on NSO paper;

NBI Clearance complete online http://www.nbi.doj.gov.ph/index.html


CENOMAR
2.  Go online and fill out DS Form 156 / Only use laser jet or inkjet printers and good quality copy paper when printing the online DS-156 Form.  The printout will be three pages in length and include the two-dimensional barcode page.  Make sure that the barcode is printed clearly and completely, with no lines broken or torn.

http://evisaforms.state.gov/
Items 1, 3-5 must contain the applicant’s passport number, issuing country, and issuance and expiration dates, as shown exactly in the applicant’s passport. (For applicants whose passports were issued in Manila, please leave “Country” and “State/Province” fields blank in Item 2.)
Item 6 must contain the surname(s) of the applicant as written on the applicant’s passport. 

Item 7 must contain the first name(s) AND middle name of the applicant as written on the applicant’s passport. 

Items 8-9 are only for other names or aliases of the applicant. 

Item 15 should include the address of the applicant’s permanent local address.

Female applicants with legally terminated or annulled marriage must tick Single (Never Married) on Item 17.  However, they must explain to the interviewing officer the history of their previous marriage.

Item 20 should include the name of the applicant’s current company/institution, and not the name of the applicant’s supervisor, unless the applicant is self-employed or works as a personal employee.  For business owners, please specify registered business name.

Items 24-25 require the complete information where the applicant will stay in the United States.

Items 30-31 must contain information about each U.S. visa issued and each visa refused, including tourist and other types of visas.

Item 37 must contain the status of the applicant’s relative(s) in the United States, i.e. legal permanent resident or American citizen. 

Item 38 must be completed personally by the applicant.

Anyone who helps an applicant to complete a visa application must also sign the application and include his/her name, address and relationship to the applicant in Item 40.

Item 41 must bear the applicant’s signature and the date the applicant signed the form. 

3.  Fill out DS 157 & DS 156K from flash memory stick. Only use laser jet or inkjet printers and good quality copy paper when printing
Applicants should also complete the Nonimmigrant Visa Supplemental Application DS-157 Form. Applicants must ensure that the back of the DS-157 Form is machine-validated with check-rite.  The U.S. Embassy does not validate DS-157 Forms. Applicants whose DS-157 Form is not machine-validated with check-rite will NOT be allowed to enter the Embassy premises.  The applicant will then have to book another interview appointment.  Re-bookings do not require another application fee.

Item 7 must indicate mother’s maiden name of the applicant. 

Item 8 must indicate the complete information (name and telephone number) where the applicant will stay in the United States. 

Item 10 must indicate all countries, including the Philippines, which issued a passport to the applicant. 

Item 13 must bear the names of all associations or organizations which the applicant has/had an affiliation.
4.  Go to bank and pay fee. ($131 dollars in Pesos, approximately 5300 pesos)
http://philippines.usembassy.gov/wwwhniv3.html (list of banks)
Keep receipt of payment, need it for the interview
Have the DS-156 or DS-157 validated at the bank.

5.  Call and make your VISA interview date (with you online).  The interview appointment date will be scheduled by calling the Visa Information Services at 1-909-101-7878 (from the Philippines) or 1-888-877-9888 (from the United States). Applicants, petitioners and authorized agents calling the 1-909 number are charged US$0.98 per minute, while the cost for those calling from within the U.S. using the 1-888 number is a US$18 PIN payable using a Visa or MasterCard once you have called into the service. This service is not available to the public through the Visa Information Services web site.
Check to verify appointment online.

http://203.177.135.10/ivappointment/login.asp 

NOTE: Please do NOT press enter after the case number is entered because that will not yield a result. Please click on the "Check Appointment" tab. If the appointments have been scheduled, the following will be available: Case Number, Visa Classification, St. Luke's appointment Date, and Embassy Appointment Date, but if the appointments are NOT scheduled yet, the result will be "Case Number Not Found on Appointment List."
6.  AS SOON AS POSSIBLE after scheduling the interview.  The U.S. Embassy in Manila strongly encourages applicants in the categories mentioned above to pay the document verification fee prior to their immigrant visa interview.  Payment can be made through any Metrobank location.  The cost of the document verification is PhP 650 per applicant.  

PAYMENT INSTRUCTIONS TO VISA APPLICANTS:

1. Go to any branch of METROBANK.

2. Get two (2) copies of appropriate Deposit Slip and fill out the information indicated below:

2.1 Type of Account: Current; Peso

2.2 Write accurately the Account Number as indicated:             7-151-51420-7

2.3 Write Delbros International Logistics, Inc. on the Account Name portion of the slip.

2.4 Write the amount to be deposited. The amount is indicated on the letter of the US Embassy. NOTE: Only “CASH” deposits are accepted.

3. Proceed to the counter and hand over the cash and deposit slip to the Bank Teller.

4. Secure from the Bank Teller the duplicate copy of the validated deposit slip.

All deposits made will be credited to Delbros International Logistics, Inc. (DELBROS) that will be responsible for handling the document verification requested by the US Embassy.
To enable Delbros to identify and validate the deposit you made, you must immediately inform them through SMS or Text Messaging:

USE/Case No./Visa Applicant’s Full Name/Branch Name/Date of Deposit/Time of Deposit/Amount Deposited

a) Text the following information accurately in accordance with this format:

Where: 
USE keyword for US Embassy

Case No. – the case no. assigned by the US Embassy, as specified on the letter. Please make sure to key enter the case number accurately.

Visa Applicant’s Full Name format should be Last Name, First Name, Middle Name

Branch Name the branch of Metrobank where you made the deposit

Date of Deposit the date deposit was made. Please refer to the validated deposit slip.

Time of Deposit the time deposit was made. Please refer to the validated deposit slip.

Amount Deposited the amount deposited as payment for the document verification

NOTE: Please make sure to separate each information with the slash symbol ( / )

Examples: 

USE/MNL123456789/Dela Cruz, Juan Pablo Santos/Mandaue City/11Nov2007/11:45AM/PHP1300

USE/MNL987654321/Montemayor, Maria Angelica Fatima Buenaventura/Gil Puyat Ave/NOV 28, 2007/1430PM/PHP650

b) Send to (0917) 5555-313

You will receive a text reply from Delbros once you have successfully sent the foregoing information.
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7.  Go to the Commission of Filipinos Overseas
Attend counseling at 
St. Mary Euphrasia Foundation-Center for Overseas Workers (SMEF-COW)  
Or
People's Reform Initiative for Social Mobilization Inc. (PRISM)
Requirements for counseling.

1.  Two (2) valid identification cards (IDs) with photograph; 

2.  Duly completed guidance and counseling form; 

3.  If married, certified true copy and photocopy of marriage contract on security paper from the National Statistics Office (NSO), or Local Civil Registry Offices (LCRO); or original and photocopy of marriage contract duly authenticated by the Philippine Embassy/Consulate (if married abroad) 

4.  Other documents as may be required by the counselors; and 

5.  Payment of P250.00 counseling fee. 
	Destination Country
	Day
	Time

	  United States of America  
	Monday to Friday
	10:00 am
1:30 pm
3:30 pm


After receipt of the passport and visa, the Filipino spouses and other partners of foreign nationals will have to register with CFO prior to their departure. Registration is done either in CFO Manila or Cebu Extension Office, Monday to Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. An emigrant registration sticker is affixed to the emigrant’s passport as proof of registration.
8.  Go to St. Luke’s Extension Clinic (SLEC) --------- 2 or 3 weeks prior to the VISA Interview
SLEC is located at 1177 J. Bocobo St., Ermita, Manila.  They can be reached by telephone at 521-0020 and 521-8647.  SLEC is open from 6:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  It is best to arrive for your medical examination between 6:00 a.m. to 8:00 a.m.  Applicants are served on a first come first served basis, but the order of release of the medical reports will depend on the complexity of the results of the medical examination. Based off of the Visajourney chats, it is actually better to go in the afternoon on Wednesday or Thursday for day one.
The new medical exam fees will be U.S. $213.35, HAS TO BE PAID IN PESOS, approximately 8750 pesos.  Fees may increase in the future due to new immunizations coming available.
What to bring to the appointment


Appointment letter (should receive from the US Embassy, maybe just an email, or print off a copy of the interview date from the embassy website: http://203.177.135.10/ivappointment/login.asp ) 
Medical Fees


Passport


2 colored photos (2in by 2in) with white background
Sponsors contact information (address, phone number, and ssn #) for the SLMEC forms
(Example of Email)




MAP to SLMEC
[image: image1.jpg](DO NOT REPLY TO THIS EMAIL)

Thank you for using the Visa Information Service. You have successfully scheduled an
appointment for your visa interview. Here are the details of your appointment:
Appointment Confirmation Number: 073028E8R0053KMA

Applicant's Name: CHRISTINA IBARRA

Appointment Date: 28 May 2008

Appointment Time: 7:30 AM

Consulate: US Embassy - Manila

Visa Type:

Fiance

Confirmed on: 08 April 2008 12:15 PM

Last date for editing information: 23 May 2008

Last Date for Cancellation: 23 May 2008

Security Advice: Please arrive one hour before your appointment time. You may not enter the
Embassy with guns, cellular telephones, photographic or video cameras, electronics such as
radios or other equipment, including computers. Please do not bring any type of electronic
equipment.

For safety and security, applicants are no longer permitted to bring cell phones or other
electronic devices into US Embassy grounds. There will be no storage facility for cell
phones and electronic devices at the Embassy, applicants should leave their electronic
equipment in a safe location off Embassy grounds during their appointments.

Thank you,
The Visa Information Service Team
http://Philippines.us-visaservices.com/
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9.  Attend US Embassy interview


The Nonimmigrant Visa Section has slightly modified its interview day procedures. Embassy staff will collect applications and passports upon check-in and return them to each applicant after finger scanning.  Applicants will be responsible for presenting their documents, including the DS-156 application for a nonimmigrant visa, and their passports to the interviewing officer.
For the safety and security of all applicants and employees, visa applicants are no longer permitted to bring cell phones or other electronic devices into the U.S. Embassy.  Effective 01 March 2007, applicants who bring such devices will be denied entry.  Please make arrangements to leave your electronic equipment in a safe location off Embassy grounds during your interview appointment. 

Applicants are requested to come to the Embassy an hour earlier than their appointment time in order for the Embassy to process their applications prior to interview. Applicants who appear an hour or more after their scheduled appointment time will not be granted access to the Consular Section (absent dire circumstances). Those applicants will then be required to book a new appointment.

Fiancée of a U.S. Citizen (K-1), visas are classified as nonimmigrant visas. However, applications for such visas are processed and issued only at immigrant visa issuing posts, which cover the consular district, unless the post has been specifically authorized to process K visas. The Nonimmigrant Visa Unit in Manila is NOT authorized to process or respond to inquiries on K and V visas. The Immigrant Visa Unit processes these visa applications.
TAKE ALL PAPERWORK(Binder) TO THE INTERVIEW

You provide:  Passport, Application Receipt, DS-156, DS-157, DS-156K, Birth Certificate, Natural Bureau of Investigation Clearance, CENOMAR, and Visa photographs
I provide:       Evidence of meeting & ongoing relationship, Divorce Decree (mine), Evidence of Support (form I-134 & supporting documentation)      
The interview officer will tell you if you are approved during the interview.  You can do nothing and a courier will deliver the VISA (will have to pay for this 300 pesos); or you can tell them that you want to pick it up in person.  I would suggest picking it up.  If you pick it up in the morning you might have time to visit the Commission of Filipinos Overseas, the next step, the same day.
10.  Receive VISA (either pick up or delivery):  The package delivered by DELBROS to the beneficiary is enclosed in clear plastic, for which the visa, CFO instructions, and POE package (Brown Envelope) can be seen. The beneficiary may OPEN THE CLEAR PLASTIC ONLY. The brown envelope, which has the top left corner cut off, is the POE package that clearly has printed in big bold letters, "DO NOT OPEN" in Tagalog and English. And for some strange and peculiar reason, folks open the brown envelope despite the warning stating not to do so. So please do not open the brown envelope or the beneficiary WILL BE denied entry upon arriving into the US after the 13 - 18 hour flight. If for some reason the brown envelope is "inadvertently" opened, please return to the USE AS SOON AS POSSIBLE and have them re-package the POE package. FYI - The visa is posted within one of the pages of the beneficiary’s passport.
11.  AFTER RECEIVING THE VISA Go to the Commission of Filipinos Overseas 
Filipino emigrants or those leaving the country to settle permanently abroad are required to register with the CFO. Part of its registration requirements is attendance in the Pre-Departure Orientation Seminar (PDOS) to prepare them for settlement overseas.
Requirements

1. Original valid passport; 

2. Original and photocopy of visa; 

3. One (1) 2x2 or passport-size photograph; 

4. One (1) valid identification card with photograph; 

5. Original and photocopy of Confirmation of Permanent Residence (for CANADA-bound emigrant); 

6. Original and photocopy of Immigrant Data Summary (for USA bound emigrant); 

7. Original and photocopy of the Embassy Certification of Eligibility (for Spain bound C visa holders); 

8. Original and photocopy of letter of approval for Work to Residence visa (for New Zealand bound emigrants); 

9. Photocopy of employment contract(for immigrant workers); 

10. Duly completed registration form (downloadable at www.cfo.gov.ph); 

11. Payment of P400.00 registration fee ; and 

12. Attendance in the PDOS or peer counseling session; 

An emigrant registration sticker is affixed to the emigrant’s passport as proof of registration.

You CAN NOT leave the Philippines without this sticker.
	Destination Country
	Day
	Time

	  United States of America and other countries  
	Mondays to Fridays
	10:00 am - 12:00 noon
2:00 pm - 4:00 pm


