Non-Religious – 2
We have come here today to witness your marriage, and to celebrate the coming together of two separate lives. To share with you, [Bride] and you [Groom] on this occasion of making a total commitment to each other.  We hope that this always will be one of the happiest and most memorable days of your lives. 

The poet Rumi said, “Two lovers do not actually meet, they are in each other all along.”

As you know, no minister, no priest, no rabbi, no public official, can marry you.  Only you can truly marry yourselves in your hearts.  You come here with a mutual commitment to love each other, and to work toward creating an atmosphere of care, consideration and respect.  You are also demonstrating your willingness to share whatever problems and challenges you may confront in the years ahead.
You are now taking into your care and keeping the happiness of the one in the entire world whom you love the best.  You are adding to your life not only the affectionate response that your heart desires, not only the happy companionship of hours together, but a deep trust as well. 

Marriage is a supreme sharing of experience, and an adventure in the most intimate of human relationships. It is the joyous union of two people whose friendship and mutual understanding have flowered in romance. The joy we feel now is a solemn joy, because the act of marriage has many consequences, both social and personal. Marriage requires “love”, a word we often use with vagueness and sentimentality. We may assume that love is some rare and mystical event or feeling, when in fact we make the decision to be in love, and when we marry, we need to make that decision anew, every day.

So what do we mean by love? When we love, we see things other people do not see. In the story, The Little Prince, we read: “One sees clearly only with the heart. Anything essential is invisible to the eyes.”  And to be loved is to be seen, and known, as we are known to no other. One who loves us gives us a unique gift: a piece of ourselves, but a piece that only they could give us.

But love is not meant only to be a source of private joy. Rather it should serve also as a source of energy and inspiration for you both, a force which gives you the strength to live your lives with courage.  From this day onward, you will come closer together than ever before.  At the same time, your love should give you the strength to stand apart, each to seek out your unique destinies, and each to make your special contributions to the world.

To make this relationship work takes more than love. It takes trust, to know in your hearts that you want only the best for each other. It takes dedication, to stay open to one another, to learn and grow, even when it is difficult to do so. And it takes faith, to go forward together without knowing what the future holds for you both.  While love is our natural state of being, these other qualities are not as easy to come by. They are not a destination, but a journey.

And on that journey, here are some things to remember:

The little things are the big things.

You will never be too old to hold hands.

Please remember to say “ I love you” at least once a day.

Never go to sleep angry.

At no time take the other for granted;

The courtship should not end with the honeymoon.

It should continue through the years.

Marriage is having a mutual sense of values and common objectives.

It is standing together facing the world.

It is forming a circle of love that gathers in the whole family.

It is doing things for each other, not in the attitude of duty or sacrifice, but in the spirit of joy.

It is speaking words of appreciation and demonstrating gratitude in thoughtful ways.

It is not expecting the husband to wear a halo or the wife to have wings of an angel.

It is not looking for perfection in each other.

It is cultivating flexibility, patience, understanding and a sense of humor. It is having the capacity to forgive and forget. 

It is giving each other an atmosphere in which each can grow.

It is finding room for the things of the spirit.

It is a common search for the good and the beautiful.

It is establishing a relationship in which the independence is equal, dependence is mutual and the obligation is reciprocal.

It is not marrying the right partner, but being the right partner. 

The Wedding Vows

Please face each other for the vows, and repeat after me:
(Groom) I [Groom], join you [Bride] in marriage, to know you as my wife, and to share all of life with you – its joys and sorrows, its freedoms and responsibilities, and its times of learning and growth.  

I will cherish, love and care for you, and be your best friend.  This is my promise to you.  

(Bride) I [Bride], join you [Groom] in marriage, to know you as my husband, and to share all of life with you – its joys and sorrows, its freedoms and responsibilities, and its times of learning and growth.  

I will cherish, love and care for you, and be your best friend.  This is my promise to you.  

May I Have The Rings?

The wedding ring by its shape is a symbol of eternity, without beginning or end, and signifies the unending nature of this commitment. 

These rings shine and reflect the beauty of their surroundings.  So too may your love shine and reflect the beauty of God’s creation.  These rings are a symbol of your willingness to take all that you are and encircle the other completely, leaving nothing out.

(To the groom) [Groom], please take this ring, place it on [Bride]’s finger, and repeat after me. 

With this ring I wed you, and with it I pledge to share with you all the treasures of my mind, body and spirit.

To the bride) [Bride], please take this ring, place it on [Groom]’s finger and repeat after me. 

With this ring I wed you, and with it I pledge to share with you all the treasures of my mind, body and spirit.

Blessing:

Please join hands for a blessing.

May all blessings attend you.

May joy pervade your lives together,

May you carry into your marriage the beauty and tranquility of this place, and keep alive always the sense of exploration, and the peace and intimacy you have shared with us here today.  

We ask that you find here a good beginning and solid foundation to your married life, and the true fulfillment of many happy years together.

Amen

And now, in accordance with the institution of marriage, governed by the laws of the state of Arizona, and the power of your own love, I now pronounce you husband and wife.

Please seal the ceremony with a kiss.

