Non-Religious Ceremony 1
We have come here today to witness your marriage and to celebrate the coming together of two separate lives. To share with you, [Bride] and you [Groom] on this occasion of making a total commitment to each other.  We hope that this always will be one of the happiest and most memorable days of your lives. 

The poet Rumi said, “Two lovers do not actually meet, they are in each other all along.”

As you know, no minister, no priest, no rabbi, no public official, can marry you.  Only you can truly marry yourselves in your hearts.  You come here today with a mutual commitment to love each other, and to work toward creating an atmosphere of care, consideration and respect.  You are also demonstrating your willingness to share whatever problems and challenges you may confront in the years ahead.





You are now taking into your care and keeping the happiness of the one in all the world whom you love the best.  You are adding to your life not only the affectionate response that your heart desires, not only the happy companionship of hours together, but a deep trust as well.  

And today, you stand somewhat apart from all other people.  You stand within a charmed circle created by this ancient and sacred ceremony, and by the love that you share – and this is as it should be.  But love is not meant only to be a source of private joy. Rather it should serve also as a source of energy and inspiration for you both, a force which gives you both the strength to live your lives with courage.  From this day onward, you will come closer together than ever before.  At the same time, your love should give you the strength to stand apart, each to seek out your unique destinies, and each to make your special contributions to the world.

Today, as you join yourselves in marriage, there is a vast unknown future stretching out before you. The possibilities and potentials of your married life are endless, and now you have the wonderful opportunity of joining together to make your dreams a reality.
There are many instructions and pieces of advice given to couples about to be married. Some of the best to be found are contained in the Marriage Creed, from noted marriage counselors Manny and Ginny Feldman: 

Comfort each other. Provide a refuge and sanctuary for each other from the chill winds of the world. Your marriage is a hearth, from whence comes the peace and warmth of soul and spirit. 

Caress as you would be caressed. Warm your loved one’s body with your healing touch. Remember that, as babies can die from lack of touching, so can marriage wither from lack of closeness. 

Be a friend and a partner.  Friendship can be a peaceful island, separate and apart, in a world of turmoil and strife. Reflect upon the tranquility of the many future years you can share with a true friend, and beware of becoming enemies under the same roof. 

Be open with each other. Don’t bind yourselves with the secrecy that causes suspicion and doubt. Trust, and reveal yourselves to each other, even as the budding rose opens to reveal its fragrance and its beauty. 

Listen to each other. And hear not only words, but also the non-language of tone, mood, and expression. Learn to listen to understand, rather than to argue. 

Respect each other’s rights. Remember that each is a person of flesh and blood, entitled to his or her own choices and mistakes. Each owns himself, and has the right to equality.  

Allow the other to be an individual. Seek not to create for each other a new mold that can only fit with discomfort and pain. Accept the other as they are, as you yourself would be accepted. 

Give each other approval. Remember that criticism divides, while acknowledgement encourages confidence in the other. Hasten not to point out the other’s mistakes, for each will soon discover their own. 

Cherish your union. Let no one come between your togetherness – not child, nor friend, nor worldly goods. Yet maintain enough separateness to allow each his or her unique expression. 

And finally, love one another. Love is your river of life – your eternal source of recreating yourselves. Above all else, love one another.  

When two hearts truly join, a spiritual union takes place – a deep connection, which is the foundation for great insight and growth.  It is a collaboration in healing. For love brings up everything unlike itself, for the purpose of healing. So within the safety of your marriage, you may face challenges -- things that need to be resolved.  Be kind to each other, knowing that, because you love each other, these things can all be healed.

This beautiful place is sacred to many Native American people, and home to the Yavapai Apache, so it is appropriate here to say the Apache Wedding Prayer to ask for blessings on your marriage. 

Now you will feel no rain, for each of you will be shelter to the other.

Now you will feel no cold, for each of you will be warmth to the other.

Now there is no more loneliness for you, for each of you will be companion to the other.

Now you are two bodies, but there is only one life before you.

Go now to your dwelling place, to enter into your days of togetherness.

And may your days be good and long upon the earth.

The Wedding Vows

(Groom) I [Groom], join you [Bride] in marriage, to know you as my wife, and to share all of life with you – its joys and sorrows, its freedoms and responsibilities, and its times of learning and growth.  

I will cherish, love and care for you, and be your best friend.  This is my promise to you.  

(Bride) I [Bride], join you [Groom] in marriage, to know you as my husband, and to share all of life with you – its joys and sorrows, its freedoms and responsibilities, and its times of learning and growth.  

I will cherish, love and care for you, and be your best friend.  This is my promise to you.  

May I Have The Rings?

The wedding ring by its shape is a symbol of eternity, without beginning or end, and signifies the unending nature of this commitment. 

These rings shine and reflect the beauty of their surroundings.  So too may your love shine and reflect the beauty of God’s creation.  These rings are a symbol of your willingness to take all that you are and encircle the other completely, leaving nothing out.

(To the groom) [Groom], please take this ring, place it on [Bride]’s finger, and repeat after me. 

With this ring I wed you, and with it I pledge to share with you all the treasures of my mind, body and spirit.

To the bride) [Bride], please take this ring, place it on [Groom]’s finger and repeat after me. 

With this ring I wed you, and with it I pledge to share with you all the treasures of my mind, body and spirit.

Blessing:

Please join hands for a blessing.

May all blessings attend you.

May joy pervade your lives together.
May you carry into your marriage the beauty and tranquility of this place, and keep alive always the sense of exploration, and the peace and intimacy you have shared with us here today.  

We ask that you find here a good beginning and solid foundation to your married life, and the true fulfillment of many happy years together.

Amen

And now, in accordance with the institution of marriage, governed by the laws of the state of Arizona, and the power of your own love, I now pronounce you husband and wife.

Please seal the ceremony with a kiss.
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