Family Ceremony

We have come here today to witness your marriage and to celebrate the coming together of two separate lives. To share with you, [Groom], and you, [Bride}, on this occasion of making a total commitment to each other.  May this always be one of the happiest and most memorable days of your lives. 

As the poet Rumi says, “Two lovers do not actually meet -- they are in each other all along.”

As you know, no minister, no priest, no rabbi, no public official, can marry you.  Only you can marry yourselves.  You come here today with a mutual commitment to love each other, and to work toward creating an atmosphere of care, consideration and respect.  You are also demonstrating your willingness to together face whatever problems and challenges may be brought to your wedded lives.

You are now taking into your care and keeping the happiness of the one in all the world whom you love the best.  You are adding to your life not only the affectionate response that your heart desires, not only the happy companionship of hours together, but a deep trust as well.  

And today, you stand somewhat apart from all other people.  You stand within a charmed circle created by this ancient and sacred ceremony, and by the love which you share.  But love is not meant to be the possession of two people alone. Rather it should serve also as a source of common energy, as a form in which you each find the strength to live your lives with courage.  From this day onward you will come closer together than ever before.  At the same time, your love should give you the strength to stand apart, to each seek out your unique destinies, and to each make your special contributions to the world.

Today, as you join yourselves in marriage, there is a vast unknown future stretching out before you. The possibilities and potentials of your married life are endless, and now you have the wonderful opportunity of joining together to make your dreams a reality

I should like at this time to speak of some of the things, which many wish for you: 

First, we wish for you a love that makes both of you better people, that continues to give you joy and zest for living, that provides you with the energy to grow together and to face the responsibilities of life together. 

We wish for you a home – not just a place of stone and wood, but an island of sanity, safety and serenity in this sometimes frenzied world. 

We hope also that this home is not just a place of private joy and retreat, but rather serves as a temple wherein the values of your life are generated and upheld. 

We wish for you loving and close relationships with friends, family and children, and the enrichment of yourself and others through your togetherness.

Finally, we wish that at the end of your lives you will be able to say these two things to each other:
“Because you have loved me, you have given me faith in myself, and because I have seen the good in you, I have received from you a faith in humanity.”
When two hearts truly join, a spiritual union takes place – a deep connection, which is the foundation for great insight and growth.  It is collaboration in healing. For love brings up everything unlike itself, for the purpose of healing. So, within the safety of your marriage, you may face challenges – things that need to be resolved.  Be kind to each other, knowing that, because you love each other, these things can be healed.

This beautiful place is sacred to many Native American people, and home to the Yavapai Apache, so it is appropriate here to say the Apache Wedding Prayer. 

Now you will feel no rain, for each of you will be shelter to the other.

Now you will feel no cold, for each of you will be warmth to the other.

Now there is no more loneliness for you, for each of you will be companion to the other.

Now you are two bodies, but there is only one life before you.

Go now to your dwelling place, to enter into your days of togetherness.

And may your days be good and long upon the earth.

The Wedding Vows

(Groom) I [Groom], join you [Bride] in marriage, to know you as my wife, and to share all of life with you – its joys and sorrow, its freedoms and responsibilities, and its times of learning and growth.  

I will cherish, love and care for you, and be your best friend.  This is my promise to you.  

(Bride) I [Bride], join you [Groom] in marriage, to know you as my husband, and to share all of life with you – its joys and sorrows, its freedoms and responsibilities, and its times of learning and growth.  

I will cherish, love and care for you, and be your best friend.  This is my promise to you.  

May I Have The Rings?

The wedding ring by its shape is a symbol of eternity, without beginning or end, and signifies the unending nature of this commitment. 

These rings shine and reflect the beauty of their surroundings.  So too, may your love shine and reflect the beauty of God’s creation.  These rings are a symbol of your willingness to take all that you are, and encircle the other completely, leaving nothing out.

(To the groom) [Groom], please take this ring, place it on [Bride]’s finger, and repeat after me. 

With this ring I wed you, and with it I give to you all the treasures of my mind, body and spirit.

(To the bride) [Bride], please take this ring, place it on [Groom]’s finger and repeat after me. 

With this ring I wed you, and with it I give to you all the treasures of my mind, body and spirit.

  Acknowledgement of Family

      To acknowledge the creation of your new family, xxxx and xxxx would like to present xxxx, xxxx, and xxxx with a symbol of this special day. ( a gift is given to the children)

Xxxx, xxxx, and xxxx, may this gift always remind you of the love xxxx and xxxx feel for you, and know that they look forward to sharing happy occasions like this with you in the future. They also pledge to be there to support you through difficult times. 

Blessing:

Please join hands for  a blessing.

May all blessings attend you

May joy pervade your lives together,

May you carry into your marriage the beauty and tranquility of this place, and keep alive always the sense of exploration, and the peace and intimacy you have shared here today.  

May you find here a good beginning and solid foundation to your married life, and the true fulfillment of many happy years together.

And now, in accordance with the institution of marriage, governed by the laws of the state of Arizona, and the power of your own love, I now pronounce you husband and wife.

Please seal the ceremony with a kiss. 
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