Fox/Redinger Ceremony

We have gathered here today to witness your marriage and celebrate the joining of two separate lives. We come to share in the joy that you Jeremy, and you Alyson, have brought on this occasion by making a complete and life-long commitment to each other. May this always be one of the happiest and most memorable days of your lives.
You have come here today with a solemn promise to love each other, no matter what circumstances you encounter, and a desire to share a life of caring, consideration, trust and respect. You also demonstrate your willingness to share whatever problems and challenges you may confront in your journey through life together.

Marriage gives you loving companionship, a partnership in which sorrows are halved, and joys are doubled. Marriage is a supreme sharing of experience, and an adventure in the most intimate of human relationships. It is the joyous union of two people whose friendship, strength and mutual understanding have blossomed into romance.

Today, you stand apart from all other people. You stand within a charmed circle created by this ancient and sacred ceremony, and by the love that you share.  But love is not meant to be the possession of two people alone. Rather it should serve also as a source of energy and inspiration, a force which gives you both the strength to live your lives with courage.  From this day forward, you shall come closer together than ever before. At the same time, your love should give you the strength to stand apart, to each seek out your unique destinies, and to each make your own special contributions to the world.

Today, as you join yourselves in marriage, there is a vast unknown future stretching out before you. The possibilities and potentials of your married life are endless, and now you have the wonderful opportunity of joining together to make your dreams a reality. Together, you can accomplish anything.

Making a relationship work takes more than love. It takes trust, to know in your hearts that you want only the best for each other. It takes dedication, to stay open with one another, be patient, learn and grow, even when it is difficult to do so. And it takes faith and courage, to move forward together without knowing what the future holds for you.  While love comes naturally, these necessary virtues are not as easy to carry. Marriage is not a destination, but a journey. 

And on that journey, here are some things to remember:

Marriage is having a mutual sense of values and common objectives.

It is standing together facing the world.

It is forming a circle of love that gathers in the whole family.

It is doing things for each other in the spirit of joy.

It is speaking words of appreciation and demonstrating gratitude in thoughtful ways.

It is not expecting the husband to wear a halo or the wife to have wings of an angel.

It is not looking for perfection in each other but loving each other for who you are.

It is cultivating flexibility, patience, understanding and a sense of humor.

It is having the capacity to forgive and forget.

It is giving each other an atmosphere in which each can grow.

It is establishing a relationship in which the independence is equal, dependence is mutual and the obligation is reciprocal.

[The Wedding Vows]

[Aly, you first because you'll be speechless after I finish]

Alyson:

Jeremy:

May I Have The Rings?

The wedding ring is, by its shape, a symbol of eternity, without beginning or end, and signifies the unending nature of your commitment to each other. These rings are a symbol of your willingness to take all that you are and embrace the other completely.

(To the groom) Jeremy, please take this ring, place it on [Bride]’s finger, and repeat after me. 

With this ring I wed you and pledge to share with you all the all that I am and all that I have, mind, body and spirit.

(To the bride) Alyson, please take this ring, place it on [Groom]’s finger and repeat after me. 

With this ring I wed you and pledge to share with you all that I am and all that I have, mind, body and spirit.

Blessing:

Please join hands for a blessing.

May all blessings attend you.

May joy pervade your lives together.

May you carry into your marriage the beauty and tranquility of this place, and keep alive always the sense of adventure, and the peace and intimacy you have shared here today.

May you find here a good beginning and solid foundation to your married life, and the true fulfillment of many happy years together.

And now, in accordance with the institution of marriage, and the power of your own love, I now pronounce you husband and wife.

(To the groom) You may now kiss the bride.

