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Dear Mrs Winfrey,

I am writing to you today because I was hoping to bring to your attention a matter that is quickly becoming a crisis for many American citizens.

The US government allows citizens who have foreign-born fiancé(e)s or spouses to be brought to this country via the petitioning for, and receipt of, a K1 or K3 Visa. These Visas allow those of us who have fallen in love with someone from another country to bring them into the US to live with us, and to eventually gain their citizenship and to live the American Dream with us.

But in the recent months, the government, namely, the Department of Homeland Security, has seen the processing of these cases come to a screeching near halt. The processing of I-129F or I-130 petitions to obtain these visas has slowed down dramatically at the now two service centers operated by the government in Vermont and California.

The government over the past few months has, in our view, unfairly prioritized the processing of employment-based H1 and H2 visas, which allow foreign workers to enter the country. We are not against these immigrants at all, but we are all heartbroken that family-based petitions have taken a back seat to employment based ones.

We are citizens who cannot see our loved ones for months on end, because it is too expensive to go and visit them. We are citizens missing our children’s first words, and steps, because they are in another country. We are devastated when a miscarriage occurs, but even more so when it occurs and we cannot be there to comfort our fiancée because she is still in another country, trapped under acres of red tape.

We are citizens who watch as the government does nothing to inform us of what is truly going on. The United States Citizen and Immigration Services department has done nothing but hide under excuses and bureaucracy, and have provided simply dreadful customer service to all of its customers, tax-paying, law-abiding United States Citizens.
We are desperate for answers. We do not get any from the government. All we are told by ill-trained, or ill-willed call center representatives are form letter replies about waiting periods, and processing times. We cannot call to get updates on our personal cases because the service centers are either unwilling, or unable, to provide those answers.

Unlike the passport system, there is no fee we can pay for expedition. There is nothing we can do to speed the process along, short of having a family member on their deathbed or having pending military orders.

A pregnancy does not matter. A sickness does not matter. Heartache and the human spirit most certainly does not matter.

We don’t want to be treated specially. We are not asking for our cases to be magically approved overnight.

We simply want help. We want answers. We want to be heard. We want the entire country to know just what is going on. We want politicians, government workers, constituents all across the nation to know just what is happening behind the scenes.

This is becoming a silent epidemic. Unheard of, because immigration is often seen in the public light as nothing more than a contentious topic, dealing with the illegal immigration that plagues the country.

We are taking the legal route, and we are effectively being punished for doing so with absurd waiting times and outrageous business practices.

We ask your help in making this situation, all of the trials, tribulations, and heartache, that has become to be associated with this process.

Thank you very much, on behalf of myself, my own fiancée, and all the members of the community at VisaJourney (http://www.visajourney.com).

We hope you can help once again in making a difference. 


Sincerely,

Sign your name here

Your name here
United States Citizen 

