Insert your own
name and address here

Insert the date here
Insert the address of who’s
Being written to here
1234, Wherever, State
US





Dear Whoever is being written to here,

I am one of a countless number of United States Citizens who has applied for an I-129F, Petition for Alien Fiancé, for my fiancé who is at this time a citizen of the United Kingdom. I filed this petition on her behalf on July 17th, and the petition was received by the Vermont Service Center on the following date, July 18th.

I became a member of an on-line community to help assist my fiancé and I in the process of bringing her to the United States so we might marry and live together here in Virginia.

In this community, administrators and other members collect aggregate statistics for their members to help its members see how long the service centers are taking, on average, to process these petitions. These statistics were useful for helping members to determine how long their immigration process may take.

As recent as May 2007, according to these statistics, the Vermont Service Center had been processing K1 Visa applications at an average of about 30 days per petition. As of this writing, however, the average has now become more along the lines of 120 days or later.

We have seen press releases come out talking about how backlogs were supposed to be cleared by certain dates, and thus the processing of these petitions should return to more desirable waiting times. However, it appears that with each passing day, the waiting gets longer and longer.
The crux of the issue is far less about processing times, but about the lack of transparency that is being displayed by United States Citizen and Immigration Services (USCIS). At one point, the web site for USCIS displayed receipt dates that had been processed, but at this time simply displays a blanket date of “6 months”

The members of the community have expressed several concerns that we feel are most pressing to the matters at hand. I wish to share them with you so as to offer insight into how the petition process is currently affecting citizens.


· Significant delays in the processing of petitions. Many of us who filed
in May through the date of this letter are noticing that an extremely small
number of petitions have been processed/approved. Many of our community
members are close to the 120 day mark (At the California Service Center, past the 6-month quoted timeframe) in waiting for a decision on the petition filed.

· Several members have not received copies of Form I-797C, Notice Of Action, even though they have received emails confirming that their case has been received.

· A strong opinion that the prioritization of visas from applicants to work is inappropriate compared to the processing of family and marriage based immigration.


· A lack of accountability on the part of USCIS. No matter who we speak to, no matter what we are told, it seems impossible to gain any true information

· Extremely poor customer service. Petitioners often get the run around from those working USCIS call centers or service centers, and are often read form statements that only regurgitate the blanket information on processing times from the various web sites of USCIS. One member has had a representative tell him his case was with an officer and was to be adjudicated within a short time frame, only to still be left in the dark two weeks later.

· Continued press releases from USCIS stressing the “importance” of processing employment-based Visas, or the Adjustment of Status petitions from others who already have their visas, yet leaving any K1 or K3 petitioners in the dark on their status. 

 

Name of whoever is being written,  we in the community recognize that immigration benefits for our spouses and future spouses are privileges and not rights, however, being United States Citizens, feel we deserve accurate information and the opportunity to have our concerns addressed by knowledgeable officials who can give us facts (not inaccurate time estimates and scripted misinformation designed to appease nervous and sad callers). We also understand the need for security checks, as we are aware of our national security issues, but we do not believe this is the source of the most recent delays. Only the truth and some swift action on the part of USCIS can alleviate some of the stress associated with this process. Our lives, along with our loved ones abroad, are on hold and we have no idea when this first part of the immigration process will conclude. It is difficult to plan weddings, coordinate other family members, or plan essentially anything until this process resolves itself.

The wait for a petition to reach National Visa Center, then the appropriate Embassy and, finally, the attendance of the beneficiary at scheduled interview can add an additional 3 – 12 months to an already excruciatingly slow process. The USCIS needs to set a reasonable goal of 90 days and/or have expedited processing available for K1/K3 VISA applicants. Currently, we are completely and utterly at the mercy of the system. 


We in the group wish it to be known that we are not trying to make ‘demands’ as such. We are simply beyond frustrated with the process and feel that the process should be better run, and information should be much easier to come by. As Citizens of the country, we feel that our requests for information and action are not unreasonable. We are simply devoted Americans lost in a sea of bureaucracy and red tape. While this is a generally accepted part of American life, these petitions and visas are dealing with our hearts and souls in our significant others. Thus I make these requests on my own behalf, and on behalf of the entire community at (http://www.visajourney.com). We love our country, and only want to share that dream with those that we love as soon as possible.

As a citizen, I am writing to you on behalf of myself and the other group members because we all feel we are at wit’s end. We want information, we want answers, and the government is failing to give us any. We are requesting that you use your connections and power to help us make this issue known. It is slowly reaching a crisis status for all of us who are awaiting these visas to be approved. Our hearts are heavy, and breaking, because we cannot do anything within the letter of the law to speed the process along and bring our loved ones into our arms. We are not asking for special treatment, we are simply asking for transparency and for answers. We hope that with your help, we can get the government to give us some answers, and maybe the situation may become more bearable.

I respectfully request a response to this letter, so that I may know that my concerns have been heard. Even if it is not feasible for something to be done immediately or at all, the knowledge that someone else knows about my personal plight and the plight of thousands of other Americans will help put my mind at ease, even if only slightly.

Sincerely and Respectfully,

Sign your name here

Your name
United States Citizen

