
Police Certificates −

If you are 16 years of age or older, you must submit a photocopy of a police
certificate from all countries you have lived in using below criteria:

If you ...If you ... AND you...AND you...
THEN submit a policeTHEN submit a police

certificate from...certificate from...

Are 16 years old or older

Lived in your country of
nationality for more than 6
months at any time in your

life

Your country of nationality

Are 16 years old or older

Have lived in your country of
current residence (if different

from nationality) for more
than 6 months

Your country of current
residence

Have ever lived in another
country for 12 months or12 months or

moremore

Were 16 years or older at the
time you lived there

The country where you used
to live.

Were arrested for any reason,
regardless of how long you
lived in that city or country,
and no matter what age you

were

 
The city and/or country where

you were arrested.

Send a photocopyphotocopy of your police certificate(s) to NVC.
Bring the originaloriginal police certificate(s) plus a photocopy to your visa
interview at the U.S. Embassy or Consulate.

Note: Note: Present and former residents of the United States do NOT need to submit
any U.S. police certificates.

Important: Police certificates expire after one year, unless the certificate was
issued from your country of previous residence and you have not returned there
since the police certificate was issued. If at the time of your interview the
following three items are all true, you must bring a new police certificate to your
visa interview:

You are more than 16 years old;
The police certificate submitted to NVC was obtained more than one year
ago; and
You still live in the country that issued the certificate.

For country-specific guidelines on how to obtain acceptable police certificates,
use the Document Finder above.

Document FinderDocument Finder

Your civil documents must be issued by an appropriate authority in your country. Use
the Document Finder tool below to learn about the requirements for each country.

Please go to U.S. Visa: Reciprocity and Civil Documents by Country and select the
country that issued your civil document.

Important Notice on Missing Documents: Important Notice on Missing Documents: If a required document is unavailable
per the country-specific guidelines in the Document Finder tool, you do not need to
submit them to NVC. However, if you cannot obtain a required document for another
reason, you must submit a detailed written explanation to NVC when you submit your
other documents. The consular officer will then determine at the time of the visa
interview whether you must obtain the missing document before a visa can be issued.

https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/us-visas/Visa-Reciprocity-and-Civil-Documents-by-Country.html

