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GENERAL INFORMATION ON APPLICATIONS FOR PERMANENT RESIDENCE

Thank you for your inquiry regarding your interest in filing a petition for an immediate relative. We hope
that the following general information will be of some assistance in answering the question you have
posed. Please understand that each individual's circumstances are special or, depending on your particular
needs or plans, may differ in significant aspects and that we may not be able to answer every question in
this brief response. Please note that more instructions, legal information and application forms are found
at www.uscis.gov or at www.dos.gov. Specific immigration regulations can be found in 8 Code of
Federal Regulations (8CFR) or you may also refer to the Immigration and Nationality Act; both
references are found in the USCIS website. In very complex cases you may need legal assistance.

The Beijing office of DHS/USCIS accepts immediate relative petitions (Form 1-130 and G-325A) from
U.S. citizens who are residing in USCIS, Beijing office’s Service Area(The USCIS Beijing Field
Office has jurisdiction over the municipalities under State Council of: Beijing,
Shanghai and Tianjin. Jurisdiction extends to the northern provinces of Hebei,
Heilongjiang, Jilin, Liaoning and Shanxi. The autonomous region of NEI Mongol is
also under the jurisdiction of the Beijing office. The USCIS Guangzhou Field Office
has jurisdiction over the remainder of China.). Once the petitions are accepted and approved
they are forwarded to the Guangzhou Consulate for “immigrant visa” processing. Several months after
the Beijing office approves the I-130 petition, your relative will be scheduled (by the Guangzhou
Consulate) to attend an interview. For specific information on processing times you may contact the U.S.
Consulate General, Guangzhou at 020-3814-5000. You may also refer to their website
http://guangzhou.usembassy-china.org.cn/. An “immigrant visa” will confer permanent resident status
upon a lawful entry to the U.S. Generally, a permanent resident is a non-citizen or non-U.S. national
whose actual dwelling place is in the United States.

Petitions on behalf of immediate relatives must be filed in person at the USCIS office in Beijing.

However, if you do not have a valid Chinese "Foreigner Residence Permit", or other long-term official
authorization permitting you to live in China, you should file your immediate relative petitions with the
USCIS Service Center who has jurisdiction over your home state in the U.S. (Please see the I-130 form
instruction). Absent evidence of residence in China, such as your valid Chinese "Foreigner Residence
Permit", this office will not adjudicate an immediate relative petition, and jurisdiction rests with the office
where you have legal residence.

In addition to all of the supporting evidence requested on the instructions provided on the application
forms, we require that you provide Chinese Notarial translations of all documents written in the Mandarin
language. If you have documents written in languages other than Chinese or English, you must provide

documents authenticated by the embassy of the country where they were issued. English translations
must be provided.
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If you file the petition in person at the CIS office in Beijing, we require that, at the time of applicati(?n,
you present your passport, the passport of the beneficiary, and photocopies of the passport biographic
page.

This office does not accept direct payments and on the day you submit the application to us you will be
provided a payment slip and will be asked to pay all application fees at the cashier's window located at the
American Citizen Services window of the U.S. Embassy. The embassy cashier accepts US cash,
equivalent RMB cash, traveler’s checks or credit cards (Visa, MasterCard, American Express, Diners
Club, or Discover; US dollars only).

For security reasons, the Beijing office is unable to accept walk-in applicants and you must first obtain an
appointment. You may go to https://infopass.uscis.gov/ to schedule an appointment.

The location of the DHS/USCIS Beijing Office is:

U.S. Embassy
DHS/USCIS

Tian Ze Road
Chaoyang Dist., Beijing

If you feel that the information we have provided or the information found on the USCIS website is
insufficient to address the specifics of your case, you may wish to contact an immigration attorney.
Unfortunately, government offices cannot provide applicants with specific, personal advice, on how their
case should be best handled. We trust you have found this general information to be sufficiently
informative to help you begin the application process. All forms you need are downloadable from the
Internet at www.uscis. gov

Before you file an immediate relative petition with the USCIS Beijing office, please use the checklist
attached below to make sure your petition is complete.
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I-130 (PETITION FOR ALIEN RELATIVE)
CHECKLIST

1. Please note the following items on Form 1-130 (the following items must be completed).

e Part B and C Name of the beneficiary must be consistent to the one in the passport. Any other
names used should appear in item 7 of Part C (Other Names Used, including maiden name)

e Item 11 of both Part B and Part C (Names of Prior husbands/wives) must be completed. If not
applicable in this case, please write “none”.

e Item 18 of Part C (Address in the United States where your relative intends to live) must be
completed.

e Initem 20 of Part C (If your relative’s alphabet is other than Roman letters, write his or her name
and foreign address in the native alphabet), please write in Chinese characters the beneficiary’s
name and address, including ZIP code.

e Part D. You must answer questions 1 and 2. Do not use “N/A”

e Part E. Must be signed by the Petitioner (U.S. Citizen)

2. Filing fee (Currently $420.00).

3. Copy of the petitioner’s valid U.S. passport (copies of both the biographic page and current visa must

be provided).
4. Copy of the petitioner’s valid Chinese visa (“Z” or “X”"), and/or the Foreigner Residence Permit

5. Notarial Translation of the Marriage Certificate (if married in China), or certified copy of the
Marriage Certificate (if married in the U.S.), or authenticated copy of the Marriage Certificate (if
married in other country/area). If the marriage certificate was issued in other country/area and is in
foreign language, an official English translation must be attached.

6. Proof of legal termination of all previous marriages (i.e. divorce decree and/or death certificate), if
applicable. The document(s) should be a). notarial translation (if issued in China); or b). certified
copy (if issued in the U.S.); or ¢). authenticated copy with official English translation (if issued in
other country/area and in a foreign language)

7. Please also provide a copy of the marriage certificate and a copy of all Divorce Certificates (if
applicable). The original documents must be presented while filing the petition in person at the
USCIS Beijing office.

8. Form G-325A for both the petitioner and the beneficiary (must be completed and signed)

Regarding the item “Applicant’s employment last five years. (If none, so state) list present
employment first™:
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e Employment also includes studies. Ifthe applicant (either the petitioner or the beneficiary)

is/was a student during a certain period in the last five years, please list the name and address
of the school, and specify the occupation as “student”.

e Ifthe applicant is/was during a certain period in the last five years staying at home as a

homemaker, please list it and specify the occupation as “homemaker”.

e The time frame for each entry on the G-325A form should be continuous.

9. Personal photo for the petitioner and the beneficiary (1 for each, US passport color photo, 2 inch by 2
inch. The photos must be in color with full face, frontal view on a white to off-white background. Head height
should measure 17 to 1 3/8” from top of hair to bottom of chin, and eye height is between 1 1/8” to 1 3/8” from
bottom of photo. Your head must be bare unless you are wearing a headdress as required by a religious order
of which you are a member. Using pencil or felt pen, lightly print your name on the back of the photo. ).

10. Copy of the beneficiary’s valid passport (the biographic page).

Note: in addition to the required documentation listed above, you should submit one or more of the
following types of documentation that may evidence the bona fide of your marriage.

A.
B.
¢,
D.

E.

G.

H.
L

Documentation showing joint ownership or property; or

A lease showing joint tenancy of a common residence:

Documentation showing co-mingling of financial resources; or

Birth certificate(s) and Consular Report of Birth Abroad, if applicable copy of child(ren) born to
you, the petitioner, and your spouse together: or

Affidavits sworn to or affirmed by third parties having personal knowledge of the bona fides of
the marital relationship. (Each affidavit must contain the full name and address, date and place of
birth of the person making the affidavit, his or her relationship to the petitioner of the beneficiary,
if any, and complete information and details explaining how the person acquired his or her
knowledge or your marriage); or

Photographs of the wedding, other photos before and after the wedding.

Proof of joint travel: copies of tickets, boarding passes, etc... showing the names of the beneficiary and

the petitioner.
Honeymoon: dates of your honeymoon, proof of where you went, how long you stayed.
Any other relevant documentation to establish that there is an ongoing marital union.

TRANSLATIONS

All documents that are in languages other then English must be translated. The translator must certify
that they are fluent in both languages:

“T hereby certify that I am fluent and competent in both English and and that I have translated the
attached/above document from into English. The translation is true and correct to the best of my
knowledge.”

Signature

ID#
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I-130 petition for step-child

A separate petition must be filed if the USC is also petitioning the stepchild (to be eligible for the petition,
the child must be under 18 years when the USC married the petitioned spouse). Supporting documents
include all those needed for the petition filed for the spouse, plus a Notarial Birth Certificate of the child.

However, the step-child under 14 years of age does not need to complete form G-325A or submit a photo.
Filing fee is also $420.00.

Revised on 6/9/2014




